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E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: QUESTIONS REGARDING CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA: 

BULGARIA 

REF: USICA 09797 

1. MOST OF THE IMPRESSIONS OF BULGARIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD 
PRESENT SITUATION IN AFRICA DESCRIBED BELOW ARE BASED ON COMMENTS 
BY A FEW UNOFFICIAL BULGARIAN CONTACTS OCCASIONED BY THE RECENT 
ASSIGNMENT OF THE EMBASSY'S POLITICAL/ECONOMIC OFEICER AS 
PRINCIPAL OEFICER IN LUBUMBASHI. WE BELIEVE THAT THESE BULGARIAN 
COMMENTS WERE HONEST AND SOMEWHAT CANDID, SINCE THEY WERE SOMEWHAT 
PERSONAL. THEY MAY ONLY REPRESENT A SMALL SLICE OF OPINION. 

WE OFFER THEM WITH THIS CAVEAT. THE SUBJECT HAS NOT COME UP IN 
MOST OFEICIAL AND UNOFEICIAL CONTACTS. RESPONSES PARAS 2-6 BELOW 
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ARE KEYED TO QUESTIONS A-E PARA 1 REFTEL. 

2. A. SOME BULGARIANS PRIVATELY ACKNOWLEDGE ROLE ATTRIBUTED TO 
CUBANS IN WESTERN PRESS, ASSUMING THAT OFFICIAL BULGARIAN MEDIA 
ARE UNDERPLAYING AND "INTERPRETING" EVENTS. THEY DO NOT CONDEMN 
CUBAN ROLE; THEY SIMPLY VIEW IT AS A FACT IN PRESENT EASTAVEST 
RELATIONSHIP. 
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3. B. THESE BULGARIANS SEE IT AS WESTERN INVOLVEMENT (OR, FOR 
OFEICIAL CONTACTS, "INTEREFERENCE") IN AFRICA. AT SAME TIME, 

THEY APPEAR TO FIND WHAT WE HAVE DONE SO FAR UNDERSTANDABLE, 
CONSIDERING OUR INTERESTS INVOLVED, AND EXPECTED WHAT WE HAVE 
DONE AND APPEAR TO BE ABOUT TO DO (PARIS CONSULTATIONS, FOR 
EXAMPLE). 

4. C. SOME SEE SOVIET ROLE AS SIGNIFICANT AND GROWING. SOME EVEN 
SAY THAT THEY SEE AFRICA AS COCKPIT WHERE THE SOVIET UNION IS 
TESTING THE US AND THE WEST AT THIS TIME. THIS IS, HOWEVER, 
PROBABLY NOT THE GENERAL VIEW. 

5. D. NOT ENOUGH BASIS TO COMMENT. 

6. E. SOME BULGARIANS ARE CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS 
OF US-WESTERN/USSR FACE-OFF IN AFRICA FOR OVERALL PROSPECTS EOR 
DETENTE - SALT, MBER, ETC. THEY PERCEIVE THAT A GENERAL WORSENING 
OF THE CLIMATE BETWEEN THE US AND THE USSR WOULD MAKE IT MUCH 
MORE DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO PURSUE WITH THE US BILATERAL MATTERS 
OF VERY PRACTICAL INTEREST TO THEM, SUCH AS AGRICULTURAL 
COOPERATION, PERHAPS EVENTUAL MFN, EXCHANGES, ETC. 

GARTHOFF 
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